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I. Teacher Contact Information
1. Name: Ms. L. Mitat

2. School #: 305-649-9800

3. Email: lismeymitat@dadeschools.net
4. Website- Both sites will have UPDATED CLASS INFORMATION!!!!

a. Class Website
http://teachers.dadeschools.net/lmitat
b. SchoolNotes
www.schoolnotes.com/33135/msmitat.html
II. Goal of Course

The purpose of this course is to introduce the students to the terminology and concepts related to the study of human behavior. It surveys major elements which are components of the subject. It also provides an overview to establish foundations for building more complex conceptual frameworks. A focus of the course is to understand behavior of the child, in particular the child as seen in the classroom context. The content should include, but not be limited to, the following: origins and objectives of the study of psychology, scientific procedures and methodology utilized in this study, developmental theories (cognitive, psychosocial, and moral),learning theories, components of language and memory, components of intelligence and creativity, uses and limitations of testing, roles of heredity and environment in human behavior, biochemical components of behavior, theories of personality formation, normal and abnormal behavior, types of therapies and other treatments, effects of groups on individual behavior, attitude formation and elements of prejudice, applications of the principles of psychology, the utilization of appropriate informational, thinking and decision making skills.
III. Method of Instruction

The course will be divided into modules which help sustain student understanding and interest, and provide more flexibility for structure.  Lectures, class discussions, films, library research, group projects, and oral presentations will supplement the textbook in the course.  Students will be taught note-taking skills of class lectures and discussions, as well as of all textbook reading.  The students will be assessed periodically at the end of each unit by chapter/unit tests, essay assignments, homework and classwork assignments, notebook checks, projects, oral presentations, and group work.  
IV. Course Objectives

After successfully completing this course, the student will:

1. Demonstrate knowledge that the study of psychology provides a way of understanding human behavior, and that its scope provides a variety of approaches to understanding human growth and development.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of methods and techniques used by psychologists in investigating human behavior.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of various developmental theories of human behavior.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of theories and components of learning.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of aspects of cognition as related to learning and intelligence.

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the roles of heredity and environment in human behavior.

7. Demonstrate an understanding of theories of personality formation.

8. Distinguish between normal and abnormal behavior.

9. Demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between individual behavior and group influences. 

10. Demonstrate an understanding of the usefulness and limitations of applying the principles of psychology to problems in the classroom and everyday living. 

11. Utilize the appropriate vocabulary, reference, study, critical thinking, and decision-making skills. 

V. Course Topic

	The first semester will include:
1. History perspective and careers

2. Nature and Nurture in psychology

3. Prenatal and Childhood Development

4. Adolescence

5. Neural and Hormonal Systems

6. The Brain

7. Sensation

8. Perception

9. Motivation

10. Emotions

11. Stress and It’s Effects

12. Classical Conditioning

13. Operant Conditioning

14. Observational Learning
	The second semester will include:

1. Forgetting and Memory Construction

2. Sleep, Dreams, and Body Rhythms

3. Drugs

4. Thinking and Language

5. Intelligences and Intelligent Thinking

6. Trait and Social-Cognitive Perspective

7. Anxiety and Mood Disorders

8. Schizophrenia and Personality Disorders
9. Educational Psychology




VI. Required Daily Materials

 The following materials are needed in class every day with no exceptions.
1. One 3-ring binder (at least one inch binder)

2. Divider Tabs (you will need 5)

3. Composition Notebook “Learning Log”

4. Lined Notebook Paper

5. Pens (Blue or Black ink ONLY)

6. #2 Pencils

7. Color Pencils 

8. Index Cards

9. Highlighters (Multiple colors preferred)

10. Independent reading novel (No magazines or comic books)

11. Book Cover

12. Text Book: Thinking About Psychology and Educational Psychology
VII. Academic Grades:
· Grades in this class are earned not “given”.  The grade the student receives is the grade the student has earned.

Grades are based on the following

Grading scale based on the set scale of Miami Dade County Schools.  Grades for this class will include exams, quizzes, unit tests, homework assignments, class participation, essays, notebook checks and class assignments. There will be at least one major project every nine weeks. Participation grades are calculated based on bringing one’s textbook every class, Reading Rocks participation, and class participation.  Students will have something to do for HOMEWORK EVERYDAY.  

NOTE:  Some assignments might require students to conduct internet research.

	Nine Week Grade based on:
	%

	Assessments: Exams, Quizzes, Projects, etc. 
	40%

	Class work and Homework
	35%

	Reading Rocks 
	15%

	Participation: Notebook, Materials, Class Discussions
	10%


**The above will make up 80% of the final course grade.

· Midterm Exam: 10% of final grade for the course

· Final Exam: 10 % of final grade for the course.

VIII. Conduct Grade

If a student chooses to talk excessively, misbehave, or disrupt the learning environment, the student’s conduct grade will be affected. 
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